EGYPTIAN EXPEDITION

Our fleet is no further advanced than it was when we
mobilised the army of invasion, four months ago. . . . The
English expedition therefore seems to me impossible until
next year; and then it is likely to be prevented by fresh
embarrassments on the continent. The real moment for
preparing this invasion has passed, perhaps for ever. . . .

We should therefore give up any real attempt to invade
England, and content ourselves with the appearance of it,
whilst devoting all our attention and resources to the
Rhine, so as to deprive England of Hanover and Hamburg.
It is admitted that, if we are to achieve both aims, we must
not keep a large army at a distance from Germany.

Or we might well make an expedition into the Levant,
and threaten the commerce of India.

If none of these three operations is feasible, I see no
alternative but to make peace with England. I am confident
that the terms Malmesbury refused would be acceptable to
them to-day. In that case we should secure greater advan-
tages for our negotiations at Rastadt. If peace were made
with England during the Congress, we should naturally be
in a position to make many fresh demands on the German
Empire.

., Hi, 2419. On October 27, 1797, Napoleon had been given
the command of an army to invade England. During the winter he
studied the question: this letter was the result of his investigations.
Lord Malmesbury had represented Pitt in peace overtures in 1796 and
1797-1
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NAVAL STRATEGY

TO VICE-ADMIRAL BRUEYS

PARIS, April 22, 1798.

You must fit out the fleet for sea immediately. Citizen
Ganteaume, Divisional Commander, will act as Chief of
Staff, Citizen Casablanca will be your Flag-Commander.
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